
FACT OF
FAITH The Ascension into Heaven

The Paschal Mystery culmi-
nates in the Ascension of 
Jesus. After his appear-

ance here on earth in his risen 
body, and “after giving instruc-
tions through the holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen” 
(Acts 1:2), Jesus “was lifted up 
and a cloud took him from their 
sight” (Acts 1:9): 

Christ’s ascension marks the 
definitive entrance of Jesus’ 
humanity into God’s heavenly 
domain, whence he will come 
again (cf. Acts 1:11). . . . Jesus 
Christ, the head of the Church, 
precedes us into the Father’s 
glorious kingdom so that we, 
the members of his Body, may 
live in the hope of one day be-
ing with him for ever. Jesus 
Christ, having entered the 
sanctuary of heaven once and 
for all, intercedes constantly 
for us as the mediator who 
assures us of the permanent 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
(CCC, nos. 665-667)
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