
  Nineteenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time

Prayer to Begin a  
School Year/Semester

August 15

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which 
the Church celebrates every year on August 15.  
Simply put, the dogma of the Assumption states 
that at the end of her life, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was taken, body and soul, into Heaven.

While this event isn’t reflected in Sacred 
Scripture, it is clearly part of the Church’s 
earliest observance. In the sixth century, St. 
John Damascene wrote in one of his sermons, 
“Your sacred and happy soul, as nature will 
have it, was separated in death from your most 
blessed and immaculate body, and although 
the body was duly interred, it did not remain in 
the state of death, neither was it dissolved by 
decay; your most pure and sinless body was 
not left on earth, but you were transferred to 
your heavenly throne.”

The Solemnity of the Assumption reminds us of 
the unique role that Mary served in the process 
of our salvation. Although she was without 
sin, we have the possibility of receiving God’s 
forgiveness for our sins through Christ. Her 
entry into Heaven prefigures our own hope of 
experiencing the same eternal life.

The celebration of the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a 
holy day of obligation for Catholics.

Blessed are you, Lord God,
Creator of body and mind and heart; 
you have sent the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge 
to guide your people in all their ways.

At the beginning of this new school year (or 
semester/term) 
we implore your mercy:
bless the students, teachers, and staff of N.,
that together we may grow in faith, hope, and 
love
as we learn from you and each other 
how to follow your Son Jesus. 

Expand the horizons of our minds,
that we may grow in wisdom, 
understanding, and knowledge;
deepen our commitment to seek the truth of 
your ways;
and enliven our faith to reach out to those in 
need.

Glory and praise to you, Lord God,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus forever and 
ever. 

Solemnity Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
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